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Added site connections-newroad going west, path goingeast (connecting to Halsted)and bridge to park acrossstreet on north



Lauren
Typewritten Text
Thought about how to make puncture strategy morecohesive with the cladding i had previously thoughtabout for the fish processing plant
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It's still a work in progress, but I thinkthe strategies for these two buildingsare starting to look more cohesive



Lauren
Typewritten Text
In thinking about modifying my presentation from midtermI thought I was spending too much time talking about thebuildings already there.  I'm interested in plotting a big timeline to let that do the talking, and also to show the phasing for my project.





0:00 

My project is focused on the adaptive re-use of the Fisk Power Plant in the Pilsen Industrial Corridor.  

The development of this 44 acre site as a mixed-use campus would be a critical step in transforming the 

corridor from a deteriorating and detrimental vacuum to an accessible and productive asset to the 

surrounding neighborhoods.  While it is not a prototype project, it is prototypical of an attitude we can 

adopt towards creatively and thoughtfully re-using the industrial land and infrastructure we have 

inherited from past generations. 

0:30 

The industrial corridors were established in ____ to preserve and encourage manufacturing in the city, 

and that intention should, to a degree, be respected.  Our research from last semester led us to the 

conclusion the booming Asian Carp population is a local resource that can become an economic boon 

for the City of Chicago if we make the effort to capitalize upon it. Therefore, I propose creating a fish 

processing plant as the heart of this regeneration of Fisk.  Using Fisk’s existing canal slip and conveyor 

belts, the plant would bring in fish each day by barge, providing jobs for fisherman down river.  Fish 

would be processed for export to China, where there is already a market for them, and also increasingly 

for local consumption as a local market is built up.  Fish processing has traditionally been a wasteful 

process, and might especially be so for the very bony Asian Carp species, so this plant would use non-

edible parts of the fish for extraction of oil, which is used for nutrition supplements, and fishmeal, which 

is used to create protein-rich fish and pet feed.  Finally, whatever waste is leftover would become part 

of the input for an anaerobic digestor, which would generate gas and electricity for both the processing 

plant and other parts of Fisk. 

1:40 

But while the industrial corridors were meant to isolate manufacturing and protect people from 

dangerous processes, we believe modern urban manufacturing should co-exist with other uses, making 

it a more integrated and meaningful part of our daily lives.  Therefore, I also propose a number of other 

programs to support and be supported by this processing plant.  For example, apartments provide 

housing for those who work at the fish plant.  A restaurant and marketplace make use of the fish 

products and are a source of food to residents.  An urban agriculture training school uses the fertilizer 

byproduct from the anaerobic digestor to create produce for the restaurant and market.  A 

manufacturing incubator uses free energy from the anaerobic digestor to lower the entry barrier for 

small businesses that produce goods, the sale of which creates a commercial space that draws people in 

from the surrounding neighborhoods. 

2:30 

Simultaneous to the creation of this program, I was also researching the history and current condition of 

the site.  The original powerhouse, built in 1903, was historically significant for housing what was, at the 

time, the largest electrical generator in the world.  The building was described by Electrical World 

Magazine as “a great cathedral, devoted to the religion of power,” and the craftsmanship bestowed 
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I've started working on a script (I didn't have a writtenone at midterm).  Do you thin 8:00 is still the time to shoot for?



upon it was symbolic of the reverence people once felt for this piece of Chicago’s infrastructure.  Over 

the next 60 years, as the power plant grew, a number of other buildings were built around that 

powerhouse.  The last building erected on the site was the 1959 addition, a massive and crude building 

that towers over the site.  Along with the 550’ chimney, it has become the image of the power plant, 

which neighbors today look upon not with reverence, but with contempt for the environmental and 

health problems its pollution has caused. 

In order to transform this image, the existing spaces are re-programmed to better serve the 

neighborhood, creating jobs, providing amenities, and establishing a new local center of culture.  In the 

first phase of the project, the original powerhouse would be historically renovated using preservation 

grants as a small local museum with equipment and artefacts from the Fisk site. Also, Switch house #2 

would be adapted as a small urban farming training program.  Located at the north end of the site near 

Cermak road, the transformation of this building would start to provide a visible signal of the site’s 

transformation.  Much of the under-utilized industrial land around Fisk would begin to be remediated 

through natural processes, and  




