
1959 Addition 

Carp Processing- 1959 Addition 

 Large quantity of available space 

 Direct access to river for barge delivery/export of materials 

 Due to massing and visibility, the 1959 addition visually represents Fisk to the surrounding communities, 

and that representation has some negative connotations (degradation of environment and public health 

due to pollution).  In order to change the public perception of Fisk, it is necessary to drastically change 

the function of this building such that it serves the community in a positive way (job creation, food 

production, sustainable energy). 

Restaurant  

 Adjacency to Carp Processing and Produce & Fish Market 

 Position at front of 1959 Addition provides good visibility and can be instrumental in attracting people to 

the site 

Offices and Residences 

 Height and position allow for views of both downtown skyline and river corridor 

 Large plan areas allow for flexibility in special layout 

 Converting the spaces to offices and residences will require a complete reconstruction of the façade to 

support windows and possibly balconies.  However, the 1959 addition is the least historically-significant 

building and the façade is unattractive and inconsistent with the architectural character of the rest of 

the campus, so it should be redeveloped anyway. 

1903 Original Powerhouse 

Produce & Fish Market  

 Grand gallery-like space 

 Adjacency to Carp Processing 

 Light FFE needs of market is consistent with desire to preserve historic architecture of Powerhouse 

Museum Oldest and most historically significant building on site 

 The original 5MW Turbines, which were the major engineering innovation Fisk was famous for, were 

housed here, and assuming Fisk could take back the first turbine from the headquarters of General 

Electric in NY as a historical artifact, it would be most appropriately placed in this building. 

 Adjacency to Carp Processing and anaerobic digestor.  If these were in some way accessible to the public 

museum, it could help inform the public both about ways to rethink the Asian Carp “invasion” and about 

sustainable energy production 
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Administration Building 

Commercial Storefronts 

 Stores can open up to central courtyard between Original Powerhouse and Administration Building, 

which serves as main commercial space and thoroughfare to river walk 

 Adjacency to Shared Production Space (in Maintenance Building) and Offices (above) creates ideal 

configuration for incubating small businesses with light manufacturing needs  

Offices 

 New use is somewhat aligned with old – assume that old offices can be easily adapted to new offices 

 Adjacency to Commercial Storefronts (below) and Shared Production Space (in Maintenance Building) 

creates ideal configuration for incubating small businesses with light manufacturing needs 

Residences 

 River views 

 Adjacency to Recreation (in Frequency Changer House) and other Residences (in Switch House No. 1) via 

bridge 

Switch House No. 1 

Offices and Residences 

 Set back from central courtyard, so greater privacy/quiet and also better access to parking 

 River views 

 Residences are adjacent to Recreation (in Frequency Changer House) and other Residences (in 

Administration Building) via bridge 

Frequency Changer Building 

Recreational Use – Boathouse Maybe? 

 Adjacency to Residences, public space, and river walk 

Maintenance Building 

Shared Production Space 

 New use is somewhat aligned with old – assume that old configuration that accommodated 

maintenance can be fairly easily adapted to light manufacturing and production 

 Adjacency to Commercial Storefronts and Offices (both in Administration Building) creates ideal 

configuration for incubating small businesses with light manufacturing needs. 

Switch House No. 2 

Urban Agriculture and Fishery Training Program 

 Location is central to on-site crops and cage fishery slips. 

 Location provides easy access to Cermak (since driving will be necessary to tend to crops throughout 

corridor). 





1903 ORIGIANAL POWERHOUSE

“No article can do justice to the care and thought bestowed 
on it, or to the completeness and beauty of the whole.  It is 
a agreat cathedral, devoted to the religion of power, and a 
feeling of worship is inspired by the gigantic machines, the 
towering walls, the long-drawn aisles”

- Electrical World, 1908





ADMINISTRATION BUILDING



SWITCH HOUSE NO. 1



FREQUENCY CHANGER BUILDING





MAINTENANCE BUILDING



SWITCH HOUSE NO. 2







1959 ADDITION




















