
Project Brief 

Despite its status as a world class city for business, culture, and entertainment, Chicago 

is a city that was forged by industry. At its industrial height in the early 20th century, 

Chicago served as the economic hub of America, the axis upon which most of American 

manufacturing, meat processing, and rail car manufacturing revolved. Its shipping 

empire, supported by the likes of Sears Roebuck and Amour Meats, extended from the 

high society ballrooms of the east coast to the cattle ranches of the Western Frontier. In 

essence, Chicago was the heart of America. The new system of Chicago has evolved 

into virtual and physical layers of industry and infrastructure that neglect and abuse 

specific demographics of Chicago’s neighborhoods. The same areas that are neglected 

by current investments are often the industrial corridors that are rich in existing 

manufacturing infrastructure. These industrial neighborhoods have been suffering ever 

since the mid-twentieth century decline of industry in Chicago. While these 

neighborhoods are suffering for a lack of industrial jobs, Chicago currently operates in 

such a way that outsources manufacturing jobs to the suburbs and other cities. 

Likewise, it imports energy and materials, sending huge sums of taxpayer money out of 

the local economy. Once known as a center of industry, Chicago has become a 

consumer rather than a producer. In making new investments in Divvy and data 

networks, Chicago has promised to ensure that underserved populations are not 

forgotten. However, the distribution of Divvy bike share and other public transportation 

heavily favor wealthy neighborhoods. Likewise, Chicago’s broadband and wireless 

distribution is extremely conducive to developing the informational proficiency of 

Chicago’s upper class. Chicago’s energy, which previously was generated within city 

limits, is imported due local health and environmental concerns, while sustainable and 

renewable sources of energy are available to the city. Considering Chicago in terms of 

novel and off grid technologies, such as wireless internet, Divvy bike sharing, and fish 

based anaerobic digestion, propose changes to the current system that could address 

Chicago’s shortcomings and urban decay. 

 



ORIGINAL QUESTIONS 

 How does the existing system need to change to address these issues? 

 What idea needs to occur to alter the existing system? 

 Where will the money come from? 

 How much will it cost and what would be the profit? 

 What components of the current system need to change? 

 Who needs to approve changes to the system? 

 Who are the key stakeholders? 

 What roles do private and public entities play in changing the system? 

 How do the changes affect the local system? 

 How do they affect the Neighborhood, City, Region, Country, and World? 

 How will the new system be different from existing paradigms? 

 How will new architectural, landscape, and urban components change the 

existing system? 

 How will the system react and adapt to an evolving city? 

 How would the new solutions relate or differ from systems in other cities? 

 What attitudes, perceptions, and behaviors have to change to make the system 

relevant? 

 What are the tangible and intangible qualities of the new system? 

REVISED QUESTIONS 

 How do you bridge new development across industrial zones to both adjacent 

neighborhoods? 

 Is it possible to extend cityscape across the river? 

 How can we ensure the zones are actually used and beneficial for the 

neighborhoods?  What is the best strategy for integrating the new development 

into the neighborhoods?  

 What is the balance between residential, commercial, and greenspace for each 

area?  What is the optimum height and density of new construction?  



 Are there any other zones of Chicago that could benefit from applying similar 

principles? 

 How can we develop for the future generations of users in the system and future 

problems from climate change and mass urbanization? 

 Who are the existing industries, developers, and investors that would fund the 

system? 

 How will bridging the corridor work in plan and section? 

 What will be the impact on the affected neighborhoods’ cultures and property 

values?   

 


