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1. Climate change has paralleled a “post-democratic” or 
“post-political” global framework, with no space for 
dispute and disagreement.  

2. Assumes a capitalist/market economy as the organizing 
structure for both social and economic order. 

3. Technocratic - scientists and technical experts are in 
control – their knowledge shapes our policies. 

4. Climate change is something that all socio-economic-
political futures must take into account.



Climate Change and Populism

●
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Climate Change
•Framed as a global humanitarian cause, therefore beyond 
dispute.
•Nature is now a determining factor of our social fate
• Image created is one of impending apocalypse.

–“sustaining and nurturing apocaplyptic imaginaries are an “integral and 
vital part of the new cultural politics of capitalism.” (219)



Climate Change and Economy
–We are using the broken methods of the past to fix the 
future.
–Externalizing the problem (CO2 = the “enemy”)
–Turning the problem into a commodity (ie. Carbon caps 
and emissions trading)



Climate Change























• “Socio-environmental conflict, therefore, should not be subsumed under the 
homogenizing mantle of a populist environmentalist-sustainability discourse, 
but should be legitimized as constitutive of a democratic order. This, of 
course, turns the climate question into a question of democracy and its 
meaning. It asserts the horizon of a recuperated democracy as the terrain 
(space) for expressing conflict, for nurturing agonistic debate and 
disagreement, and, most importantly, for the naming of different possible 
socio-environmental futures.”

– So, then, what are the possible futures?





“Since uncontested scientific evidence is increasingly rare, public 
perception, which can be calculated, becomes the determining element in 
such scenarios. And because of its political weight, it is public perception 
that ultimately defines the likelihood of product bans or the success of 
liability claims.”

• “The more options there are, the more boundaries take on an ‘as-if ’ 
character – the more they become boundaries that are understood as fictive 
but which are handled as if they were true under the circumstances at 
hand.” (ie. climate change)



• “The concept of risk society is intimately connected to 
the concept of consumption. On the one hand, the more 
risk (perception), the less consumption. On the other 
hand, anxieties constitute new demands, new markets – 
even a special kind of market, those which enforce 
consumption, not free markets, but obligatory markets, in 
which the producer can dictate high prices.”





Drosscape
• Growth in cities is happening at the edges. 
• Horizontal rather than vertical. Leftover space, often with 

“no overt purpose.” (Drosscape)
• SPRAWL: from 1960-1990 urban density in the U.S. 

decreased by 28%.
• 62% live in newly urbanized areas, versus 38% in older, 

central cities. Employment follows the same patterns. 



Drosscape
• Dross (waste) will always accompany growth
• See waste as opportunity and search for overlooked 

potentials. 
• Shift from: “modernist master planner toward the 

advocacy designer who engenders inventiveness, 
entrepreneurialism, and visioning.”

• Rhetoric is increasingly about landscape rather than 
architecture. 













Best Drosscaping project
New York High Line

By James Corner and Diller Scofidio + Renfro

Drosscape is the creation of a new condition in which vast, wasted, or wasteful land surfaces are 
modeled in accordance with new programs or new sets of values that remove or replace real or 
perceived wasteful aspects of geographical space.

                                                                                                                                           
- Alan Berger



Context of competition
In 1847, the City of New York authorized street-level railroad tracks down Manhattan’s West Side.
In 1934, the High Line opened to trains.

In the 1960s, the southernmost section of the line was demolished.
In the mid-1980s, a group of property owners with land under the line lobbied for the demolition of the 
entire structure.
In the 1990s, as the line lay unused and in disrepair (despite the fact that the riveted steel elevated 
structure was basically sound) it became known to a few urban explorers and local residents for the 
tough, drought-tolerant wild grasses, shrubs, and rugged trees such as sumac that had sprung up in 
the gravel along the abandoned railway.

In 2004, the New York City government committed $50 million to establish the proposed park.
In 2006, Mayor Bloomberg presided over a ceremony that marked the beginning of construction.

Best Drosscaping project
New York High Line

By James Corner and Diller Scofidio + Renfro
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Questions: Drosscape
• “If one evaluates categories of urban[ization] growth through empirical, 

visual, or experimental means it is the traditional city center that may now 
be considered subordinate to the urban sprawl that it had originally defined.”

– What are the categories of urban growth?

– What analytical tools can we use to determine what is 
“subordinate”? (What are the metrics of 
subordinance)

In the future, if cars become so efficient that pollution is 
no longer an issue, what would be the cons of sprawl?



Questions: Apocalypse Forever
● By externalizing the problem (CO2 = the “enemy”), we 

ignore the complex combination of factors that are 
actually at play. What are the risks of this? Benefits? Do 
some of these underlying factors deserve more of our 
attention?

● Capitalism is posed as both a problem and a solution. 
How can this framework foster solutions to climate 
issues? Where might it fall short?

● Is fear the major driver of ecological concern?




